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Waste to stay in WA
A medical waste disposal company
which was breaching a government
contract by disposing of wastes
interstate has agreed to stop the
potentially dangerous practice.
SteriHealth, which has offices in
Welshpool, is a supplier of reusable
sharps containers, disposable sharps
containers and other medical safety
products. It is also a specialist licensed
biohazardous waste company providing
collection and disposal services.
A Department of Health
spokeswoman said it was believed the
risk to public health from the wastes
being transported interstate by rail was
low, with the Victorian Environmental
Protection Authority approving their
arrival from WA. She said the transport
of waste within rail containers was
recognised as one of the safest modes
of transport.

THE GOOD AND BAD OF PERTH’S PLAYGROUNDS

Heathcote Reserve, Applecross

Zentai son barred

New skimming concern
Police have issued a new warning on
credit card fraud after a restaurant
waiter was allegedly caught skimming a
customer’s card.
Det-Const. Nicholas Armour alleged a
patron at a Rockingham restaurant
caught the employee with a
mini-skimming device after handing
over a card to pay the bill on August 27.
Police were called and questioned the
19-year-old worker, before allegedly
seizing the skimming device from the
restaurant.
They then raided the man’s Secret
Harbour home where they found a card
encoder used to transfer the stolen data
on to fake cards.
Const. Armour said police did not
believe the man had managed to steal
from customers’ accounts. Police did
not identify the restaurant.

TV changes
• TODAY
Channel 9: delete 11.40pm Stealing Harvard and insert 11.50pm
Stealing Harvard.
• TOMORROW
Channel 9: delete 10.30pm Stealth
and insert 10.30pm The Longest
Yard.
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Why our playgrounds
are no fun for children
ANGELA POWNALL

It should be child’s play, but a lack of
decent playgrounds is hindering the
healthy development of WA’s younger
generation.
Along with shrinking back gardens, busy lifestyles and parents’
safety fears, experts have warned that
children’s play opportunities have
been disappearing over the past 20
years.
Researchers at the University of
WA are investigating the diminishing
quality and quantity of playgrounds
and how it is affecting children.
Dr Lisa Wood, who is leading the
research team, said play was a vital
part of child development but many
modern playgrounds were limited
and unchallenging.
“It affects their physical health as

well as their mental and social
health,” she said.
Councils and schools often installed
the safest playground possible at the
expense of a play area that challenged
children physically and mentally.
“They’ve gone a bit overboard in
terms of minimising potential risks.
In the traditional adventure playground kids can climb logs, for example, but much of that is gone and
there’s this very standard playground.
We call it plastic fantastic,” she said.
Dr Wood said the playground at the
northern end of Lake Monger was an
example of the stock standard playground that gave children limited
scope to play.
Adventure play, such as tree-climbing and den-making, has become less
possible. Modern playgrounds are
often fenced in and put in the corner

of an open space, such as in Mt Claremont Oval and Menzies Park, Mt
Hawthorn.
“A lot of parks and playgrounds are
more sterile now with manicured
lawns. It seems the modern playground is very concentrated. It might
be a massive park and the play equipment is in one area,” Dr Wood said.
She questioned whether evidence
supported fencing in playgrounds.
“Kids like to have freedom when
they play. This cages them in,” she
said. “Presumably if they are without
an adult, they are old enough to cross
the road and don’t need fencing.”
Dr Wood said rundown playgrounds, such as those in Kathleen
Avenue, Maylands, and Enright
Reserve, Hamilton Hill, could seem
unsafe and unappealing to parents.
An unusual playground near Subi
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Centro in Subiaco features an oversized plastic couch and TV screen, but
Dr Wood said its benefit to children
was limited. “It’s glorifying a sedentary lifestyle. There’s limited scope to
play,” she said.
The sculptured playground in
Highgate’s Hyde Park looks more like
art than a playground and Dr Wood
said it was sterile and not enticing.
However, some Perth playgrounds
did measure up: Faulkner Park in
Belmont, Heathcote Reserve in
Applecross and Ivey Watson playground in Kings Park. “They have
nooks and crannies where kids can
play safely but can be out of direct
sight of parents,” Dr Wood said.
Tomato Lake in Kewdale and Spiderman Park in Innaloo also get the
thumbs-up for the cargo net-type
climbing frames.
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Home Affairs Minister Brendan
O’Connor has refused to meet the family
of accused nazi war criminal Charles
Zentai after approving his extradition to
Hungary.
Mr Zentai’s son, Ernie Steiner,
attempted to confront Mr O’Connor at a
news conference at Customs House in
Fremantle yesterday but was barred by
security staff.
Mr O’Connor told reporters yesterday
he would not meet family or supporters
of Mr Zentai.
“It is not proper for me to engage
with family members in matters to do
with extradition. It would be highly
unprecedented and it would not further
this particular issue,” Mr O’Connor said.
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